
Bugs on the Offense, Bugs on the Defense 
Matching Game

Match the bugs on the left with their special offensive or defensive talents on the right. 
Take your best guesses first, and then use items on the display table to check your 
guesses and figure out the rest.  

1. 	 Walking stick	 _____ Attacks with sharp beak, sucks out body fluids	

2. 	 Io or silk moth	 _____ Stings attacker with paralyzing poison 

3. 	 Bombardier beetle 	 _____ Hides in a layer of bubbly foam

4. 	 Wasp	 _____ Hides by blending in with twigs and branches 

5. 	 Centipede	 _____ Bright orange wings warn that it’s poisonous

6. 	 Thorn bug	 _____ Sprays attacker with hot chemicals

7. 	 Assassin beetle	 _____ Blends in with thorns on plants

8. 	 Bola spider	 _____ Spears prey using spiny forelegs

9. 	 Emperor moth	 _____ Scares attackers with large “eyes” on wings 

10. 	Praying mantis	 _____ Catches moths on nearly invisible sticky silk

11. 	Spittlebug	 _____ Chases attackers away with terrible smell

12. 	Hawk moth caterpillar	 _____ Kills with poison claws

13. 	Monarch butterfly	 _____ Scares attackers by looking like a snake
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